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PART 1: ELT & APPLIED LINGUISTICS FOCUS • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

1. The Native Speaker Debate: Who Makes the Ideal Language
Teacher?

In the global English language teaching market, there has long been a widespread assumption that native speakers

are naturally superior instructors. Private language academies and international schools frequently advertise "native-

only" hiring policies to attract prospective students. However, modern educational research strongly challenges this

belief,  demonstrating  that  effective  teaching  depends  on  pedagogical  expertise,  empathy,  and  intercultural

competence rather than a teacher's country of birth. In my view, qualified non-native teachers make exceptional

language educators because they understand the learning process deeply and serve as inspiring role models.

To begin with, non-native English teachers possess unique pedagogical insights into the structural challenges of

language learning. Having gone through the complex and demanding journey of acquiring English as an additional

language themselves, they understand the exact grammatical obstacles, pronunciation difficulties, and conceptual

barriers that their students face daily. This first-hand experience enables them to anticipate common learner errors

and formulate clear, systematic explanations tailored to learners' cognitive needs. Consequently, their theoretical

grasp of language mechanics is often much sharper and more relatable than that of someone who acquired the

language unconsciously.

Furthermore,  successful  non-native  instructors  serve  as  tangible  role  models  who  significantly  boost  learner

motivation.  When students see a teacher from a non-English-speaking background communicating fluently and

accurately, they realize that achieving bilingual proficiency is an attainable reality rather than an impossible dream.

This shared background fosters a supportive classroom climate where students feel less intimidated by potential

mistakes. In addition, these teachers can effectively utilize comparative linguistic strategies, contrasting the native

language with English to accelerate comprehension.

On the other hand, opponents of this view argue that native speakers are inherently better because they offer

authentic pronunciation, intuitive idiomatic usage, and natural colloquial fluency. They believe that exposure to a

native accent gives learners an indispensable advantage in global communication. While native exposure certainly

provides natural phonetic models, this argument overlooks the crucial distinction between speaking a language and

teaching it. Merely having native fluency does not equip an individual with classroom management skills, lesson

planning techniques, or the ability to explain complex grammatical rules. Without formal pedagogical training, even a

native speaker cannot systematically address student difficulties.

In conclusion, while native speakers offer natural colloquial fluency, qualified non-native educators bring invaluable

pedagogical insights, linguistic awareness, and learner empathy. Effective language instruction requires professional

methodology  and an  understanding  of  the  learning  journey.  Ultimately,  educational  institutions  should  prioritize

pedagogical competence and teaching qualifications over a teacher's passport or mother tongue.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Pedagogical (adj) a) Real, clear, and able to be seen, touched, or experienced

2. Obstacle (n) b) Used in ordinary or familiar conversation; not formal

3. Tangible (adj) c) Relating to the methods and principles of teaching

4. Colloquial (adj) d) Expected or likely to happen or become something in the future

5. Prospective (adj) e) A situation or problem that makes it difficult to achieve something

pedagogical  •  obstacles  •  tangible  •  colloquial  •  prospective

Grammar books often fail to explain informal and  phrases used in daily speech.

Language teachers need strong  training to manage diverse student needs.

Vocabulary flashcards provide a  way for visual learners to memorize new words.

Overcoming pronunciation  requires regular practice and patient guidance.

Universities organize orientation fairs to welcome  students every autumn.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 1: LINGUISTICS & METHODOLOGY FOCUS • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

2. Teaching Grammar: Explicit Rules vs. Implicit Discovery

The role of grammar instruction has been a central debate in second language acquisition for decades. Traditional

teaching methodologies heavily favored explicit grammar instruction, where teachers present abstract rules on the

board and students complete mechanical drills. In recent years, communicative and task-based approaches have

promoted implicit grammar learning, where students acquire structures naturally through meaningful communication.

Although both approaches have specific merits, I believe that prioritizing implicit discovery is superior because it

fosters natural communicative fluency and reduces learner anxiety.

First  of  all,  implicit  grammar  acquisition  facilitates  automatic  language  production  during  spontaneous

communication. When learners acquire grammatical patterns unconsciously through stories, discussions, and task-

based projects,  their  brains  process  language in  chunks  rather  than  isolated  rules.  This  mirror-like  acquisition

process enables students to retrieve language instantly in real time without pausing to calculate verb endings. As a

result,  learners  develop genuine communicative  competence and achieve a  natural  flow in  both  speaking and

writing.

Additionally,  implicit  learning  methods  dramatically  lower  students'  affective  filters  and  speaking  anxiety  in  the

classroom. In rigid, explicit  classrooms, students are often paralyzed by the fear of making grammatical errors,

which  prevents  them from participating  actively  in  discussions.  In  contrast,  communicative  tasks  that  prioritize

message delivery over structural perfection encourage students to experiment with language freely. This fearless

engagement not only enhances overall classroom interaction but also helps students build long-term confidence in

practical English usage.

Nevertheless, proponents of explicit instruction claim that adult learners lack the time to acquire complex grammar

purely through implicit exposure. They argue that direct, deductive rule explanations save valuable instructional time

and prevent persistent grammatical errors from becoming permanent habits. While brief explicit  clarification can

indeed resolve specific ambiguities, relying exclusively on rule memorization makes lessons dry, uninspiring, and

completely detached from authentic communication. Adult learners benefit far more when explicit guidance is kept

minimal and immediately integrated into active communicative practice.

To sum up, while direct rule explanations provide occasional clarity, implicit communicative practice is essential to

transform theoretical knowledge into fluent, authentic speech. Memorizing rules does not guarantee successful real-

world  communication.  Therefore,  language  educators  should  design  communicative,  context-rich  environments

where grammar is discovered through meaningful interaction rather than passive memorization.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Explicit (adj) a) Expressed in a clear, direct, and detailed manner

2. Implicit (adj) b) To reach a conclusion by reasoning from general principles or evidence

3. Deduce (v) c) Understood or suggested though not directly expressed

4. Immersion (n) d) Continuing firmly or obstinately in a state or habit

5. Persistent (adj) e) The state of being completely surrounded by a language or environment

explicit  •  implicit  •  deduce  •  immersion  •  persistent

Living abroad provides complete linguistic , which accelerates listening fluency.

The teacher gave  instructions on how to write the essay outline.

Through extensive reading, students can  the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.

Failure to correct fundamental mistakes early can lead to  grammatical errors.

Young children acquire language through  exposure rather than formal rules.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 1: SOCIOLINGUISTICS FOCUS • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

3. World Englishes: Protecting Standard Norms or Embracing Global
Diversity?

English  has  become  the  undisputed  global  lingua  franca,  connecting  millions  of  non-native  speakers  across

international  business,  diplomacy,  academia,  and tourism.  Today,  non-native  speakers  vastly  outnumber  native

speakers of British and American English. This demographic shift  has created distinct localized varieties of the

language,  known as "World  Englishes."  Linguists  and educators  are now intensely  debating whether  language

education should strictly enforce traditional standard norms or embrace global linguistic diversity. In my opinion,

language curricula should embrace global diversity because it  affirms cultural  identity and reflects the practical

reality of international communication.

To begin with, recognizing World Englishes protects the cultural identity and communicative confidence of non-

native  speakers.  Forcing  global  learners  to  strictly  imitate  standard  British  (RP)  or  General  American  accents

ignores their  cultural  backgrounds and perpetuates linguistic  imperialism.  When regional  accents  and localized

expressions are legitimized, learners feel empowered and validated. In multinational environments, speakers realize

that English belongs to everyone who uses it, which builds authentic communicative self-assurance.

Furthermore,  in  global  business  and  diplomatic  arenas,  mutual  intelligibility  is  far  more  vital  than  native-like

phonological  perfection.  International  professionals  communicate  primarily  with  other  non-native  speakers  from

diverse linguistic origins. In these multicultural contexts, success depends on clarity, pragmatic competence, and

active  listening  rather  than  sounding  like  a  resident  of  London  or  New  York.  Prioritizing  flexible,  functional

communication prepares students for real-world interactions far more effectively than rigid accent drillings.

On the other hand, traditionalists argue that abandoning standardized norms will lead to linguistic fragmentation and

severe communication breakdowns. They assert that having universally recognized standards of grammar, spelling,

and pronunciation is vital for international publishing, scientific journals, and global aviation safety. While maintaining

baseline clarity across borders is undeniably a valid concern, adhering to international standards does not require

learners to erase their cultural accents or feel linguistically inferior. Core mutual intelligibility can easily coexist with

regional diversity.

In conclusion, while global standardization is practical for international academic publications and formal treaties,

everyday communication should celebrate diversity. Language teaching must prioritize communicative effectiveness

and global intelligibility over rigid native-speaker perfection. Embracing World Englishes enriches global dialogue

and honors the multicultural voice of modern English speakers.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Lingua franca (n) a) The state of being understood by others; clarity

2. Demographic (adj) b) Relating to the structure of populations

3. Intelligibility (n) c) To follow, obey, or stick firmly to a rule or belief

4. Fragmentation (n) d) A shared language used for communication between different native speakers

5. Adhere (v) e) The process of breaking down into smaller, separated parts

lingua franca  •  demographic  •  intelligibility  •  fragmentation  •  adhere

English serves as the primary  in international aviation and maritime navigation.

In spoken exams, clear pronunciation and general  are graded higher than accent imitation.

Academic essay writers must  strictly to formal citation and formatting guidelines.

Shifting  trends show that the number of multilingual speakers is rising rapidly.

Without shared communicative standards, languages may undergo regional .

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 1: APPLIED LINGUISTICS • CONTRAST MODEL (DIFFERENCES)

4. First Language Acquisition vs. Second Language Learning

Acquiring a language is  one of  the most  remarkable human cognitive achievements.  While every human child

masters their native language (L1) effortlessly, adult learners often struggle for years to achieve proficiency in a

second language (L2). Although both processes lead to communicative competence, they differ significantly in terms

of cognitive development, learning environment, and the presence of affective barriers.

A fundamental contrast lies in the cognitive state of the learner and the nature of the learning environment. Children

acquire their mother tongue during a critical biological period when the brain is exceptionally receptive to linguistic

input. They learn unconsciously through continuous immersion and immediate social interaction with caregivers,

receiving constant feedback without formal grammar instruction. In contrast, adult L2 learners already possess a

fully developed cognitive system and an established first language. Consequently, their learning often takes place in

artificial classroom settings with limited hours of weekly exposure.

Another major  distinction involves affective factors,  such as anxiety,  motivation,  and self-consciousness.  Young

children  acquiring  their  L1  do  not  feel  embarrassed when making  mistakes;  they  simply  communicate  without

fearing  judgment.  In  contrast,  adult  second  language  learners  frequently  experience  the  "affective  filter"—a

psychological barrier caused by fear of making grammatical errors or speaking with a foreign accent. This self-

consciousness  can  inhibit  adult  learners  from  participating  in  speaking  activities,  slowing  down  their  fluency

development.

In conclusion, while first language acquisition is an organic, subconscious process supported by natural immersion

and fearlessness,  second language learning in  adulthood is  a conscious,  structured effort  often challenged by

psychological  barriers.  Understanding  these  fundamental  differences  enables  language  educators  to  design

supportive, low-anxiety classroom environments that foster natural communication.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Competence (n) a) Connected with emotional states, feelings, or attitudes

2. Receptive (adj) b) The ability to do something successfully or efficiently

3. Affective (adj) c) Willing to consider, absorb, or accept new suggestions and ideas

4. Inhibit (v) d) Developing naturally without being forced or artificial

5. Organic (adj) e) To hinder, restrain, or prevent an action or process

competence  •  receptive  •  affective  •  inhibit  •  organic

High classroom anxiety can severely  students from practicing spoken English.

Young children have highly  brains that absorb vocabulary effortlessly.

Communicative language games encourage an  and natural flow of conversation.

Demonstrating grammatical  is essential for passing the proficiency exam.

Teachers must address  filters by building a friendly, supportive classroom culture.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 1: PEDAGOGY & ASSESSMENT • CONTRAST MODEL (DIFFERENCES)

5. Evaluating Student Progress: Formative vs. Summative Assessment

Assessment is an essential component of the educational process, providing vital information to teachers, students,

and institutions about learning progress. In modern language pedagogy, assessments are broadly categorized into

two distinct types: formative assessment and summative assessment. While both methods aim to evaluate student

capability,  they  differ  markedly  in  their  primary  purpose,  timing  during  the  academic  term,  and  the  nature  of

feedback provided.

The primary difference lies in the ultimate objective and timing of  the evaluation.  Formative assessment,  often

described as "assessment for learning," takes place continuously throughout the instructional process. Its goal is to

monitor student learning and provide immediate, ongoing feedback that helps teachers modify their instruction and

helps students identify their weaknesses. Examples include in-class quizzes, draft essay revisions, and classroom

discussions.  In  contrast,  summative assessment,  known as "assessment  of  learning,"  occurs at  the end of  an

instructional  unit  or  term,  aiming to  measure cumulative  achievement  against  formal  benchmarks through final

exams or standardized proficiency tests.

Furthermore, the feedback mechanism and psychological impact differ considerably between the two approaches.

Formative assessments are generally low-stakes;  they carry little or  no grade weight and focus on descriptive,

qualitative guidance that encourages reflection and revision. Conversely, summative assessments are high-stakes,

resulting in numerical grades, certificates, or pass/fail decisions. Because of their finality, summative exams can

generate significant test anxiety, whereas formative tasks foster a supportive learning atmosphere that views errors

as constructive stepping stones.

In conclusion, while formative assessment is an ongoing, diagnostic tool designed to nurture learner development,

summative assessment is a final evaluation used to measure overall competence. An effective language curriculum

must thoughtfully balance both methods to support continuous growth while maintaining clear academic standards.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Cumulative (adj) a) Serving to identify, analyze, or understand a problem or weakness

2. Benchmark (n) b) Increasing or growing by successive additions over time

3. Qualitative (adj) c) Involving serious risks or high consequences (e.g. final grades)

4. High-stakes (adj) d) Relating to measuring quality rather than precise numerical quantity

5. Diagnostic (adj) e) A standard or reference point against which things can be measured

cumulative  •  benchmarks  •  qualitative  •  high-stakes  •  diagnostic

Final graduation examinations are typically  tests that determine university entry.

The teacher wrote detailed  comments on the student's essay draft.

Vocabulary learning is a  process that builds over months of reading.

The preparatory school uses CEFR levels as academic  for student achievement.

Teachers administer a  grammar test on the first day to determine class levels.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 1: LITERATURE & CULTURAL STUDIES • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

6. Literature in the Language Classroom: Aesthetic Luxury or
Essential Tool?

In today's fast-paced, digital world, language teaching materials frequently emphasize pragmatic communication,

utilizing  functional  dialogues,  news  articles,  and  business  emails.  Consequently,  literary  texts—such  as  short

stories, poems, and excerpts from novels—are sometimes dismissed as outdated or overly difficult for language

learners. However, integrating literature into foreign language education offers profound linguistic, cognitive, and

intercultural benefits that purely functional texts cannot match. In my view, literature is an indispensable pedagogical

resource because it provides authentic linguistic richness and cultivates critical thinking alongside cultural empathy.

One major reason to include literature in language teaching is that it exposes students to authentic, rich, and varied

language. Unlike artificially constructed coursebook passages, literary works demonstrate the true creative power of

English, illustrating figurative devices, metaphor, irony, and advanced sentence variety. Engaging with short stories

and drama expands learners' passive and active vocabulary while developing syntactic flexibility. Seeing complex

grammar functioning naturally within an engaging narrative contextualizes linguistic rules far better than isolated

textbook drills.

Furthermore, literature cultivates profound emotional empathy and intercultural awareness among students. Through

stories,  readers  step  inside  the  minds  and  lives  of  characters  from  diverse  historical  eras,  socioeconomic

backgrounds, and cultural environments. This imaginative immersion challenges students to examine complex moral

dilemmas and see the world from alternative perspectives. Consequently, literature transforms language learning

from a  mechanical  coding  exercise  into  a  deeply  humanistic,  intercultural  experience  that  broadens  students'

worldviews.

Opponents, however, contend that literary texts are too complex and demotivating for lower-level students. They

argue that archaic vocabulary, complex idioms, and historical syntax create unnecessary frustration, hindering basic

communicative fluency. While this critique is valid when unadapted classical texts are assigned to beginners, it fails

to recognize the value of carefully graded or accessible modern literary selections. When teachers scaffold reading

tasks  effectively  and  select  contemporary  works,  literary  texts  inspire  creativity,  foster  personal  reflection,  and

generate lively classroom debates.

In conclusion, literature is not an impractical luxury; it is an invaluable catalyst for deep linguistic development and

cultural  appreciation.  Incorporating  suitable  literary  works  into  language  curricula  enriches  students'  linguistic

competence and nurtures lifelong reading habits. Language educators should therefore embrace literature as a core

pillar of holistic language education.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Pragmatic (adj) a) A person or thing that precipitates or accelerates an event or change

2. Archaic (adj) b) Dealing with things sensibly and realistically; practical

3. Syntax (n) c) Very old or old-fashioned; no longer in everyday use

4. Scaffold (v) d) The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences

5. Catalyst (n) e) To provide temporary support to learners to help master new concepts

pragmatic  •  archaic  •  syntax  •  scaffold  •  catalyst

Shakespeare's plays contain many  words that modern readers must check in footnotes.

Effective educators  difficult reading texts by pre-teaching key vocabulary.

Language students need  skills to write formal emails and participate in interviews.

Analyzing poetic  helps students understand how word order creates artistic rhythm.

Reading compelling novels often acts as a  for personal growth and creativity.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 2: ACADEMIC & STUDENT LIFE • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

7. The Gap Year Dilemma: Maturity or Lost Momentum?

After completing secondary education, the vast majority of students follow the conventional path of enrolling directly

into undergraduate degree programs. However, taking a "gap year"—a structured twelve-month break dedicated to

travel,  volunteering,  or  practical  employment—has  gained  widespread  popularity  among  school  leavers.  While

traditionalists  argue  that  this  pause  unnecessarily  delays  career  advancement,  taking  a  gap  year  is  highly

advantageous because it fosters personal self-reliance, clarifies career objectives, and develops essential life skills.

To  begin  with,  spending  a  year  away  from  formal  education  fosters  crucial  self-reliance  and  practical  life

competencies. High school graduates frequently enter university without basic independent living skills, such as

financial  budgeting,  time management,  and problem-solving in  unfamiliar  environments.  Engaging in  temporary

employment  or  volunteering  in  community  projects  exposes  young  adults  to  real-world  responsibilities  and

workplace accountability. This practical maturity allows them to adapt to the independent demands of university life

with significantly greater ease and confidence.

Furthermore, a gap year provides the cognitive and emotional space necessary to make informed academic and

career choices.  Many high school  students select  university majors under intense parental  pressure or  without

understanding  their  genuine  interests,  frequently  leading  to  mid-degree  dropouts  and  career  dissatisfaction.

Experiencing different work environments or traveling abroad broadens an individual's worldview and reveals hidden

passions.  Consequently,  students  who take  a  gap year  often  choose their  academic  disciplines  with  purpose,

leading to higher engagement and academic achievement.

Critics, however, contend that taking a gap year causes students to lose their  academic momentum and study

discipline. They maintain that being away from academic routines makes it extremely difficult to return to rigorous

reading, homework deadlines, and examination pressure. While this risk exists for individuals who spend the year

without  structured  goals,  empirical  research  indicates  that  focused  gap-year  students  return  to  university  with

refreshed motivation and lower levels of academic burnout.  Rather than losing momentum, they approach their

university studies with greater intellectual clarity and psychological resilience.

In conclusion,  although taking a year off requires deliberate planning and self-discipline,  the personal  maturity,

global perspective, and career clarity it provides far outweigh the risk of losing study momentum. Higher education

demands independent thinkers who know what they want to achieve. Therefore, educational systems and families

should support structured gap years as a valuable pathway toward holistic personal and academic success.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Enrol (v) a) The strength or force that allows something to continue developing

2. Momentum (n) b) The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness

3. Resilience (n) c) Officially to register as a student on a course or at a school

4. Validity (n) d) To grow, develop, or be successful and healthy

5. Thrive (v) e) The state of being logically or factually sound and acceptable

enrol  •  momentum  •  resilience  •  validity  •  thrive

Living independently helps young people build emotional  to handle life's challenges.

Many high school seniors choose to  directly in undergraduate programs.

Students who manage their stress well are more likely to  in academic environments.

Taking a long break without clear goals may cause a student to lose their learning .

The professor questioned the  of the student's research sources.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 2: HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

8. Compulsory Attendance: Encouraging Discipline or Treating Adults
Like Children?

In many higher education institutions, university administrations enforce strict attendance policies requiring students

to be present in at least seventy to eighty percent of lectures to be eligible for final examinations. While university

officials claim that compulsory attendance guarantees academic success, many students and modern educators

argue that mandatory policies are outdated and counterproductive. In my opinion, compulsory attendance should be

abolished  in  universities  because  it  undermines  student  autonomy  and  fails  to  measure  genuine  learning

engagement.

Firstly,  eliminating  mandatory  attendance  fosters  crucial  learner  autonomy  and  personal  responsibility.  Higher

education is designed to prepare young adults for professional careers, where individuals are evaluated based on

their performance, productivity, and output rather than physical seat time. When attendance is voluntary, students

learn to prioritize their daily schedules, assess their own academic needs, and take full ownership of their education.

This self-directed freedom instills lifelong habits of time management that are vital for future workplace success.

Moreover, physical attendance does not equal active cognitive engagement in the classroom. Forcing unmotivated

or  exhausted  students  into  lecture  halls  often  results  in  passive  presence,  where  individuals  scroll  on  their

smartphones or sleep at their desks, potentially distracting engaged peers. In today's digital era, many students

learn far more effectively through recorded lectures, digital textbooks, and independent research. When attendance

is voluntary, professors are motivated to deliver dynamic, high-value lectures that students genuinely want to attend.

Opponents of voluntary attendance claim that without mandatory rules, classrooms would be empty and failure rates

would  inevitably  skyrocket.  They  assert  that  consistent  physical  presence  is  essential  for  absorbing  complex

academic concepts and participating in  discussions.  While  regular  participation is  undeniably  valuable,  treating

university students like school children creates resentment and damages intrinsic motivation. Academic success

should be measured through rigorous assessments, projects, and examinations rather than punitive attendance

sheets. If a student can master the course material independently, they should not be penalized for absence.

To sum up, while active classroom participation is beneficial, forcing university students to attend every session

restricts  their  independence  and  promotes  passive  learning.  Higher  education  should  focus  on  evaluating

competence,  intellectual  curiosity,  and analytical  output.  Therefore,  universities  should  replace rigid  attendance

mandates with supportive, flexible learning models that treat students as responsible adults.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Eligible (adj) a) Having the right to do or obtain something through satisfying conditions

2. Abolish (v) b) Seeming reasonable, likely, or believable

3. Autonomy (n) c) To formally put an end to a system, practice, or law

4. Plausible (adj) d) To make something become less, smaller, or weaker

5. Diminish (v) e) Freedom from external control or influence; independence

eligible  •  abolish  •  autonomy  •  plausible  •  diminish

Students with excessive absences will not be  to take the final examination.

Several universities decided to  strict dress code policies.

Online self-study platforms give learners complete  over their learning pace.

The student offered a  explanation for submitting the assignment late.

Constant administrative rules can  students' motivation to think independently.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 2: EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

9. Grading Systems: Traditional Letter Grades vs. Pass/Fail Models

Academic evaluation has long relied on traditional letter grades ranging from A to F. In recent years, an intense

debate  has  emerged  regarding  whether  universities  should  replace  letter  grading  with  a  simplified  "Pass/Fail"

system. Although traditional grades provide precise rankings, transitioning to a Pass/Fail framework is a superior

pedagogical  approach  because  it  reduces  chronic  anxiety,  encourages  genuine  intellectual  exploration,  and

promotes collaborative learning.

The  primary  advantage  of  a  Pass/Fail  model  is  the  significant  reduction  of  toxic  academic  stress.  In  highly

competitive university programs, students often obsess over fractional differences in their Grade Point Averages

(GPA), sacrificing their sleep and mental health to secure an "A" rather than truly understanding the subject. Under

a Pass/Fail system, learners are freed from the fear of minor mistakes, allowing them to focus on deep conceptual

comprehension rather than superficial test-cramming.

Furthermore,  Pass/Fail  grading  encourages  students  to  take  academic  risks  and  explore  unfamiliar  academic

disciplines. When letter grades dictate student transcripts, undergraduates frequently avoid difficult elective courses

in mathematics, philosophy, or foreign languages out of fear that a low grade will damage their career prospects. A

Pass/Fail system eliminates this penalty, empowering students to pursue interdisciplinary knowledge and develop a

well-rounded academic profile without fear of failure.

On the other hand, critics argue that a Pass/Fail system lowers academic standards and reduces student motivation.

They contend that without the incentive of achieving top letter grades, students will do the bare minimum required

just to pass. While this concern may apply to a few individuals, traditional grading often encourages surface-level

memorization and hyper-competitive hostility  among classmates. True academic curiosity thrives when students

focus on mastering concepts and collaborating with peers rather than competing for arbitrary letter symbols.

In conclusion, while letter grades offer detailed comparisons, they create counterproductive stress and discourage

academic risk-taking. Adopting a Pass/Fail system fosters a collaborative, low-anxiety environment where learning

becomes  an  enjoyable  and  meaningful  pursuit.  Universities  should  therefore  consider  implementing  Pass/Fail

options to nurture authentic scholarship.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Obsess (v) a) Small or tiny; belonging to a fraction

2. Fractional (adj) b) Something that motivates or encourages someone to do something

3. Elective (n/adj) c) To continually think about something in an excessive or unhealthy way

4. Incentive (n) d) Having the opposite of the desired effect; hindering progress

5. Counterproductive (adj) e) An optional course of study chosen by the student

obsess  •  fractional  •  elective  •  incentive  •  counterproductive

Studying for 14 hours without breaks is  because it leads to mental exhaustion.

Many students choose an introductory philosophy class as their free  course.

It is unhealthy to  over every single quiz score during the semester.

Scholarships provide a strong financial  for students to maintain good grades.

Even a  difference in test scores can decide class ranking in traditional systems.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 2: TECHNOLOGY & LITERACY • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

10. Printed Books vs. E-Readers: Is Digital Reading Truly Superior?

The digital revolution has transformed how society consumes written information. With lightweight e-readers and

tablet applications capable of storing thousands of titles on a single device, digital reading has become widespread.

However, despite the technological convenience of digital screens, physical printed books remain inherently superior

for deep reading, cognitive comprehension, and long-term memory retention.

A primary strength of physical books is the tactile experience they provide, which directly aids cognitive mapping.

When turning physical paper pages, readers subconsciously track their progress through weight, spatial position,

and sensory touch.  This spatial  awareness helps the human brain organize and recall  complex narratives and

factual information far better than scrolling on a flat screen. Neurological research confirms that physical pages

create clear mental landmarks that strengthen memory recall.

Furthermore,  printed  books  provide  an  environment  entirely  free  from  digital  distractions  and  screen  fatigue.

Reading on electronic tablets or phones constantly exposes users to internet browsing notifications, messaging

alerts, and the blue light emitted by screens. This leads to visual strain and frequent cognitive interruptions. Printed

books,  by  contrast,  offer  a  focused,  tactile  sanctuary  that  encourages  prolonged immersion  and  uninterrupted

contemplation.

Conversely, proponents of e-readers argue that digital books offer unmatched portability, affordability, and built-in

dictionary tools.  They point  out  that  carrying an entire  library  in  a backpack is  ideal  for  modern travelers  and

university students. While this practical convenience is undeniable, reading on electronic screens often encourages

rapid "skimming" and superficial scanning rather than immersive, focused analysis. Studies consistently show that

readers retain significantly less detailed information when reading complex texts digitally.

All in all, while e-readers are practical for casual reading during daily commutes, printed books remain indispensable

for serious study and literary appreciation. The physical medium creates a distraction-free, multisensory experience

that digital screens simply cannot match. Therefore, print should remain the primary medium for rigorous academic

scholarship.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Tactile (adj) a) Connected with the sense of touch

2. Spatial (adj) b) The ability to be easily carried or moved

3. Portability (n) c) Relating to space and the position, size, and shape of things

4. Skim (v) d) Reading or understanding only the surface of something; not deep

5. Superficial (adj) e) To read quickly or glance through a text to find main points

tactile  •  spatial  •  portability  •  skimming  •  superficial

The light weight and high  of laptops make them popular among commuters.

Turning physical paper pages offers a rich  experience that tablets lack.

Students often resort to  articles when they are in a hurry before class.

A  reading of the novel will not be enough to write a thorough literary essay.

Good architecture students possess excellent  awareness and visual imagination.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 2: CAREER PHILOSOPHY • ARGUMENTATIVE MODEL (5-PARAGRAPH)

11. Career Choice: Financial Security vs. Personal Passion

Choosing a university major and subsequent career path is one of the most significant decisions a young adult

makes. Many parents and economic counselors urge students to select lucrative professions such as corporate

finance, software engineering, or law to ensure high earning potential. However, prioritizing personal passion and

genuine interest over pure financial security is ultimately the wiser strategy for long-term fulfillment and enduring

professional success.

The primary justification for pursuing one's passion is the direct link between personal enthusiasm and sustained

excellence. Developing mastery in any profession requires thousands of hours of intense practice, problem-solving,

and resilience. When individuals genuinely love what they do, work does not feel like an unbearable burden. This

intrinsic passion drives workers to innovate, persist through career setbacks, and consistently produce superior work

that leads to organic career advancement.

Furthermore, working in a career aligned with one's authentic interests protects against occupational burnout and

chronic mental  health struggles.  Spending decades performing tedious, uninspiring tasks solely for  a paycheck

generates deep psychological dissatisfaction and emotional exhaustion. Conversely, engaging in work that provides

a sense of meaning and purpose elevates daily well-being, improves physical health, and enriches overall quality of

life.

Critics of  this philosophy assert  that  passion cannot pay the bills,  arguing that  financial  stability  is  essential  to

survive  in  today's  inflated  economy.  They  warn  that  pursuing  artistic  or  non-lucrative  fields  often  leads  to

underemployment and financial hardship. While having a realistic financial plan is important, choosing a high-paying

career solely for money often leads to chronic dissatisfaction. Many professionals who enter lucrative fields they

dislike end up leaving their jobs mid-career or experiencing severe emotional distress.

In conclusion, while practical financial needs must be considered, genuine passion is the true foundation of long-

term career  fulfillment.  True success is  achieved when a person finds work that  is  meaningful,  engaging,  and

personally  rewarding.  Young adults  should  therefore  have the  courage to  pursue professions  that  inspire  their

intellectual and creative spirits.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Subsequent (adj) a) Happening or coming after something else

2. Justification (n) b) A feeling of satisfaction or happiness derived from one's work/life

3. Fulfillment (n) c) A good reason or explanation for doing something

4. Intrinsic (adj) d) Belonging naturally to the essential nature of something; internal

5. Setback (n) e) A problem or difficulty that delays or prevents progress

subsequent  •  justification  •  fulfillment  •  intrinsic  •  setbacks

Overcoming unexpected  during university builds strong character.

Finding personal  in your daily work is more rewarding than a high paycheck.

The initial trial succeeded, and all  experiments yielded similar results.

Passionate learners possess strong  motivation that comes from within.

There is no valid  for treating low-wage employees with disrespect.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 2: STUDY HABITS • CONTRAST MODEL (DIFFERENCES)

12. Studying in a Public Library vs. Studying at Home

Academic success in higher education depends heavily on establishing an effective study routine.  While some

students prefer the convenience of studying in their own bedroom, others choose to spend long hours working in a

public or university library. Although both locations serve the same educational purpose, they differ considerably

regarding social atmosphere, potential distractions, and personal discipline.

A  fundamental  contrast  lies  in  the  social  atmosphere  and  environmental  discipline.  A  public  library  offers  a

communal  atmosphere  of  focused  quietness.  Seeing  hundreds  of  other  students  quietly  reading,  writing,  and

researching creates a psychological phenomenon known as social facilitation, which naturally motivates individuals

to stay productive. Furthermore, libraries have strict quiet rules and minimal personal belongings, meaning students

are not tempted by household chores, television screens, or comfortable beds.

In contrast, studying at home provides unmatched comfort and total control over one's physical environment. In a

personal room, students can speak their notes out loud, take breaks whenever they want, play background music,

and  have  immediate  access  to  their  kitchen.  However,  this  flexibility  also  presents  significant  hazards.  Home

environments  are  filled  with  personal  distractions  such  as  family  interruptions,  video  game consoles,  and  the

constant urge to relax. Without exceptional self-discipline, home study sessions frequently turn into procrastination.

In conclusion, while studying at home offers comfort, flexibility, and personal freedom, a public library provides a

structured, quiet environment that fosters deep concentration and social discipline. Students must assess their self-

control and learning style to choose the location that maximizes their academic output.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Communal (adj) a) Shared by all members of a community or group

2. Facilitation (n) b) Routine household tasks such as cleaning or washing

3. Chores (n) c) The act of making an action or process easier or more likely to occur

4. Hazard (n) d) A strong desire or impulse to do something

5. Urge (n) e) A potential danger, risk, or problem

communal  •  facilitation  •  chores  •  hazards  •  urge

Doing household  can easily distract students from finishing their homework.

Studying in a group can provide social  for students who lack motivation.

Dormitory students share a large  kitchen and laundry facility.

Distractions and mobile notifications are major  to effective concentration.

It takes strong will to resist the  to check your smartphone every few minutes.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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PART 2: STUDENT LIFE • CONTRAST MODEL (DIFFERENCES)

13. The Big Transition: High School Life vs. University Life

The transition from high school to university represents one of the most dramatic developmental leaps in a young

person's life. While both institutions are designed to educate and prepare individuals for the future, the experience of

a university undergraduate is fundamentally different from that of  a high school student.  These differences are

particularly evident in terms of academic responsibility, daily freedom, and social dynamics.

A primary distinction is the level of academic autonomy and personal responsibility. In high school, students follow a

rigid, pre-arranged schedule from early morning to afternoon. Teachers regularly remind students about upcoming

homework deadlines and track daily attendance. In university, however, students design their own course schedules

and are expected to be completely self-directed. Professors deliver lectures and assign semester deadlines, but

they  do  not  check  daily  homework.  If  an  undergraduate  falls  behind  or  fails  to  study,  they  must  face  the

consequences independently.

Another major difference is found in the social dynamics and cultural environment. High school social circles are

often homogeneous, consisting of peers from the same neighborhood or socioeconomic background. In contrast,

university campuses are vibrant, diverse communities with students from different cities, countries, and age groups.

Undergraduates must navigate new social circles, join diverse student societies, and frequently manage their own

housing and finances, fostering rapid personal maturity.

To sum up, while high school provides a structured and closely monitored environment, university offers immense

personal freedom accompanied by the challenge of complete self-reliance. Successfully navigating this transition

requires adaptability, proactive planning, and independent thinking.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Rigid (adj) a) Full of energy, enthusiasm, and life

2. Self-directed (adj) b) Consisting of parts or people that are all the same kind

3. Homogeneous (adj) c) Unable to be changed or adapted; strictly set

4. Vibrant (adj) d) Reliance on one's own capabilities, judgment, or resources

5. Self-reliance (n) e) Capable of organizing and managing one's own learning/actions

rigid  •  self-directed  •  homogeneous  •  vibrant  •  self-reliance

Unlike high school, university learning requires students to be active and .

Campus life is exceptionally  thanks to hundreds of student-run cultural clubs.

High school classrooms are often culturally , whereas universities are diverse.

A  daily routine can be stressful if unexpected events occur.

Living alone in a dormitory teaches young adults the importance of .

1. 
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3. 

4. 
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PART 2: ACADEMIC SKILLS • CONTRAST MODEL (DIFFERENCES)

14. Lecture Note-Taking: Handwritten Notes vs. Laptop Typing

Taking effective notes during academic lectures is  an indispensable skill  for  university  students.  Over the past

decade,  laptops and tablets have largely replaced traditional  paper notebooks in university  lecture halls.  While

digital  devices offer  unmatched typing speed and storage capacity,  taking notes  by  hand with  pen and paper

remains distinct in its cognitive benefits, mental processing depth, and retention power.

The primary contrast between the two methods lies in the depth of cognitive processing. Because students can type

much faster than they can write by hand, laptop users tend to record lectures verbatim, typing down every word the

professor says without analyzing the content.  In contrast,  handwriting forces students to slow down, synthesize

information, and rephrase concepts in their own words before writing them down. This active mental selection during

handwriting  creates  stronger  neural  pathways  in  the  brain,  leading  to  significantly  better  memory  retention  for

conceptual exams.

On the other hand, laptop note-taking offers superior speed, organization, and searchability. Digital notes can be

easily  edited,  highlighted,  organized  into  searchable  folders,  and  backed  up  onto  cloud  servers.  Furthermore,

students can quickly insert digital diagrams, links, and lecture slides directly into their documents. However, laptops

also  present  a  severe  hazard:  the  constant  temptation  of  internet  tabs,  social  media  messaging,  and  digital

multitasking during lectures, which distracts not only the user but also nearby classmates.

In conclusion, while laptops offer speed, convenience, and modern organization, handwritten notes provide deeper

cognitive engagement and eliminate digital distractions. For conceptual subjects, writing notes by hand remains the

most effective learning strategy.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Verbatim (adv/adj) a) Exactly word for word; using identical words

2. Synthesize (v) b) Connected with mental concepts or abstract ideas

3. Conceptual (adj) c) Doing several different tasks at the same time

4. Searchability (n) d) To combine several ideas or pieces of info into a unified whole

5. Multitasking (n) e) The ability to find specific information quickly within a system

verbatim  •  synthesize  •  conceptual  •  searchability  •  multitasking

Digital documents have high , allowing students to find keywords in seconds.

Good academic essay writers must  multiple sources to build a strong argument.

Typing lectures  often leads to shallow understanding without real thinking.

Engaging in digital  during lectures lowers comprehension and quiz scores.

Essay examinations test deep  understanding rather than basic memorization.

1. 
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PART 2: COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY • COMPARE MODEL (SIMILARITIES)

15. Stories in the Mind: Shared Merits of Paper Books and Audiobooks

Reading  habits  have  evolved  dramatically  with  the  emergence  of  audiobooks  and  podcast  platforms.  While

traditional literary purists often argue that listening to a recorded book is not "real" reading, cognitive psychologists

and educators emphasize that  both formats share profound literary and mental  benefits.  Despite their  different

delivery  mediums—eyes  versus  ears—paper  books  and  audiobooks  share  crucial  similarities  in  storytelling

immersion, vocabulary enrichment, and imaginative stimulation.

One major similarity between paper books and audiobooks is their ability to stimulate imagination and cognitive

visualization. Whether an individual decodes printed ink on a page or listens to an expressive narrator through

headphones, the brain actively constructs mental images of characters, settings, and conflicts. Both formats require

the listener or reader to actively interpret themes, track narrative plots, and empathize with character emotions. The

underlying cognitive processing of narrative comprehension remains identical in both mediums.

Another shared feature is their contribution to language acquisition and vocabulary expansion. Both physical books

and audiobooks expose learners to rich, sophisticated language, complex syntax, and diverse idioms that are rarely

used in everyday spoken conversation. For second language learners, reading a printed novel expands spelling and

formal writing awareness, while listening to an audiobook models authentic pronunciation, sentence intonation, and

rhythm. Both formats provide the comprehensive linguistic input necessary to master advanced vocabulary.

In conclusion, while paper books and audiobooks deliver stories through different sensory channels, they share

essential similarities in cognitive engagement, imaginative power, and linguistic enrichment. Both are equally valid

and powerful tools for lifelong learning and literary enjoyment.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Purist (n) a) To convert coded signs or letters into intelligible language

2. Medium (n) b) A person who insists on absolute adherence to traditional rules

3. Decode (v) c) The rise and fall of the voice in speaking

4. Intonation (n) d) A means or method by which something is expressed or communicated

5. Sensory (adj) e) Relating to the physical senses (sight, hearing, touch, etc.)

purist  •  medium  •  decode  •  intonation  •  sensory

Audiobooks provide a wonderful  for enjoying classic novels during long travels.

A literary  might argue that a novel must only be read in physical print.

Young readers learn to  letters and syllables to form words.

Listening to English podcasts helps learners acquire natural speech .

The smell of old paper and the sound of turning pages provide a rich  experience.
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PART 2: LIFESTYLE & TIME MANAGEMENT • CONTRAST MODEL (DIFFERENCES)

16. Daily Life Architectures: Strict Schedules vs. Spontaneous Living

How an  individual  organizes  their  daily  time shapes  their  productivity,  stress  levels,  and  overall  happiness.  In

modern  society,  people  generally  adopt  one of  two contrasting  approaches to  daily  time management:  strictly

scheduling every hour through planners and calendars, or living flexibly and spontaneously, making decisions based

on immediate circumstances. While both lifestyles have their adherents, they differ sharply in terms of predictability,

stress management, and creative openness.

A structured schedule offers high predictability and task efficiency. Individuals who maintain strict daily calendars

allocate specific  time slots  for  study,  exercise,  meals,  and leisure.  This  deliberate  planning eliminates decision

fatigue and ensures that long-term deadlines are met consistently without last-minute panic.  Furthermore, strict

routines help establish healthy daily habits, ensuring that work and sleep hours remain consistent. However, rigid

schedules can sometimes create severe anxiety when unexpected interruptions or delays inevitably disrupt  the

planned timetable.

In contrast, a spontaneous lifestyle offers flexibility, creative adaptability, and psychological relaxation. Spontaneous

individuals embrace unexpected opportunities, such as attending a sudden social  gathering or exploring a new

hobby without feeling guilty about deviating from a strict plan. This mindset fosters adaptability and reduces the

chronic pressure of constantly watching the clock. Nevertheless, total spontaneity carries serious hazards: without

structured planning, important academic deadlines are easily neglected, resulting in chronic procrastination and

poor academic outcomes.

In  conclusion,  while  strict  schedules ensure high efficiency and disciplined habit  formation,  spontaneous living

provides flexibility  and emotional  freedom. Finding a  healthy  balance—maintaining a  core daily  structure while

leaving room for spontaneous leisure—is the ideal strategy for a balanced life.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Word Definition

1. Adherent (n) a) Done consciously and intentionally; carefully planned

2. Predictability (n) b) A person who supports or believes in a particular idea or lifestyle

3. Deliberate (adj) c) The state of knowing what will happen in the future

4. Deviate (v) d) To leave, depart, or move away from an established course or plan

5. Neglect (v) e) To fail to care for, attend to, or give proper attention to something

adherents  •  predictability  •  deliberate  •  deviate  •  neglect

If you  your weekly readings, studying for midterms will become overwhelming.

Strict daily routines provide  and lower anxiety for busy university students.

Making a  effort to exercise daily improves both mood and physical stamina.

Spontaneous travelers often  from their original travel routes to explore hidden towns.

Both time management styles have passionate  who defend their benefits.
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COMPLETE VOCABULARY ANSWER KEY (TEACHER'S REFERENCE)

Reading 1: Native vs. Non-Native Teachers

Part A: 1-c, 2-e, 3-a, 4-b, 5-d

Part B: 1. colloquial, 2. pedagogical, 3. tangible, 4.

obstacles, 5. prospective 

Reading 2: Explicit vs. Implicit Grammar

Part A: 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-e, 5-d

Part B: 1. immersion, 2. explicit, 3. deduce, 4. persistent,

5. implicit 

Reading 3: World Englishes

Part A: 1-d, 2-b, 3-a, 4-e, 5-c

Part B: 1. lingua franca, 2. intelligibility, 3. adhere, 4.

demographic, 5. fragmentation 

Reading 4: L1 Acquisition vs. L2 Learning

Part A: 1-b, 2-c, 3-a, 4-e, 5-d

Part B: 1. inhibit, 2. receptive, 3. organic, 4. competence,

5. affective 

Reading 5: Formative vs. Summative Assessment

Part A: 1-b, 2-e, 3-d, 4-c, 5-a

Part B: 1. high-stakes, 2. qualitative, 3. cumulative, 4.

benchmarks, 5. diagnostic 

Reading 6: Literature in ELT

Part A: 1-b, 2-c, 3-d, 4-e, 5-a

Part B: 1. archaic, 2. scaffold, 3. pragmatic, 4. syntax, 5.

catalyst 

Reading 7: The Gap Year Dilemma

Part A: 1-c, 2-a, 3-b, 4-e, 5-d

Part B: 1. resilience, 2. enrol, 3. thrive, 4. momentum, 5.

validity 

Reading 8: Compulsory Attendance

Part A: 1-a, 2-c, 3-e, 4-b, 5-d

Part B: 1. eligible, 2. abolish, 3. autonomy, 4. plausible, 5.

diminish 

Reading 9: Grading Systems

Part A: 1-c, 2-a, 3-e, 4-b, 5-d

Part B: 1. counterproductive, 2. elective, 3. obsess, 4.

incentive, 5. fractional 

Reading 10: Printed Books vs. E-Readers

Part A: 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-e, 5-d

Part B: 1. portability, 2. tactile, 3. skimming, 4. superficial,

5. spatial 

Reading 11: Career vs. Passion

Part A: 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-d, 5-e

Part B: 1. setbacks, 2. fulfillment, 3. subsequent, 4.

intrinsic, 5. justification 

Reading 12: Library vs. Home

Part A: 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-e, 5-d

Part B: 1. chores, 2. facilitation, 3. communal, 4. hazards,

5. urge 

Reading 13: High School vs. University

Part A: 1-c, 2-e, 3-b, 4-a, 5-d

Part B: 1. self-directed, 2. vibrant, 3. homogeneous, 4.

rigid, 5. self-reliance 

Reading 14: Handwriting vs. Typing

Part A: 1-a, 2-d, 3-b, 4-e, 5-c

Part B: 1. searchability, 2. synthesize, 3. verbatim, 4.

multitasking, 5. conceptual 

Reading 15: Paper Books and Audiobooks

Part A: 1-b, 2-d, 3-a, 4-c, 5-e

Part B: 1. medium, 2. purist, 3. decode, 4. intonation, 5.

sensory 

Reading 16: Strict vs. Spontaneous

Part A: 1-b, 2-c, 3-a, 4-d, 5-e

Part B: 1. neglect, 2. predictability, 3. deliberate, 4.

deviate, 5. adherents 
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